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HE LIVED AMONG US

Tribute to Nelson Mandela (1912-2013)
BY Wayne Vvisser

He lived among us -

This child named Rolthlahla
This boy called Nelson
This man we kinew as Mandela —
Awnd now he Ls gone

He shared owr days -

This sown of Africa, our Madiba
This father of a wation, our Tata
This guardian of humanity, our Elder -
Awnd now he Ls gone

He was one of us -
This shepherd of the people

This harbinger of hope and joy
This legend of our time and place —
Awnd now he Ls gone

He was owr Leader
Owur defender, our nation’s spear
And he showed us how to fight

He was owr enemy
OUr NWEWMLESLS, DUY CONSCLEnCE
Awnd he showed us how to be free

He was our Light
Our sun, our lnspiration
And he showed us how to forgive

Yet did we ever really know him?
This Lawyer who became an outlaw
This soldier who became a peacemaker
This prisoner who became a Liberator
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How can we fathom his depths?
This father who lost a son and wife
This comrade who lost so many friends
This martyr who lost twenty-seven years

How can we see into his heart?
This tntellectual who became an activist
This statesman who became a gardener
This teon who became the world’s beloved

we remenber him
For his skilful manoenvring
Through the political maze
And even wmore for his Love of dancing

we remember him
For his huwman touch
Among the powerful and the powerless
Awndl even wmore for his Love of children

we remenmber him
For his human folbles
That made him fallible Like us
Awnal even wore for his Love of justice

He lived among us -
And now it is for us to carry his torch onwarol
tt is for us to follow his shining example
tt is for us to fight for his unshakeable ideals -
Now that he is gone

He shaved owr alags -
Awnd now we must make the rest of our days count
we must work as he did to set others free
wWe must show that the spirit can trivumph in the end —
Now that he is gone
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He was one of us —
And now we are challenged to become one of him
we are inspired to be the best we can be
we are reminded that ‘t am because we are’ —
Now that he is gone

Nkost Stkelel’'tMandelal
we wtll honour hts memory

BY wnever losing faith in times of adversity
we will celebrate his Life
By always daring to hope for a miracle
we will keep his legacy alive
BY choosing to walk daily in his footsteps
Oow the path of love
Amandla! Awethu!
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