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THE TREE-KEEPERS

BY Wayne visser

The other alagj, own Hampstead Heath
while mist La Y shrouded like a wreath
t chanced upon sowe tree-keepers
with Leaves above and muleh beneath

Now tree-keepers, | must explain,
Are much the same as bee-keepers —
Though less about the drowsy smoke
Awnd wmore about the high-slung rope;
Less about the honey wax
Awnd wmore about the pruning axe;
Less about the buzzing bees
Awnd wmore about the tufted trees —
So ... not so much, it must be said,

Like bee-keepers at all.

But tree-keepers, | will adwmit,

Are almost Like the chimney-sweepers —
_Just less about the charcoal dust
Awnd more about the leafy rust;
Less about the fiery shoots
Awnd more about the twisted voots;
Less about the blackened bricks
And wmore about the wayward sticks —
So ... not so much, n actual fact,
Like chimney-sweepers at all.

Still, tree-keepers, 'm sure it’s true,
Acre pretty much like fire-eaters -
But less about the searing spark
Awnd wore about the ailing bark;

Less about the showmanship
Awnd wmore about the budding slip;
Less about the more absura
And wmore about the nesting bivd —
So ... not so much, Lf truth be told,
Like fire-eaters at all.
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w actual fact, the tree-keepers
Are nothing like the night-sleepers

Or Reyhole-peepers or canyon-leapers;
Not a bit like money cheaters

Or egg-white-beaters or candy-treaters;
Not even like crawly-creepers,

Let alone grim-hooded-reapers —
No ... not so much, despite their rhyme,

Like any —eepers after all.

Rather, those strangers on that day
Ow Hawmpstead Heath, 'd have to say,
were nothing more and nothing Lless

Thaw keepers of wise Nature’s way.
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