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ECOSYSTEM DEGRADATION
Ecosystem degradation is the depletion of the components of an
ecosystem to such an extent that the system is no longer able to
deliver its normal flow of benefits. An ecosystem is a commu-
nity of organisms and their physical environment interacting as an
ecological unit. Ecosystems provide numerous services to people,
including:

• Provisioning services – goods produced or provided by ecosys-
tems, such as → food, fresh → water, and timber;

• Regulating services – the benefits from regulating climate,
diseases, extreme natural events, and the flow of nutrients;

• Cultural services – the non-material benefits from ecosys-
tems, including spiritual, recreational, aesthetic, inspiration, and
education benefits; and

• Supporting services – those necessary for the production of
the other ecosystem services, including soil formation, nutrient
cycling, primary production, and carbon sequestration.

Examples of ecological degradation include deforestation, pollu-
tion, desertification and soil erosion. Ecological degradation can lead
to increasing floods and droughts, lowered productivity and fewer
resources available to local people. As companies, including their
suppliers and customers, depend on ecosystems and their services,
it makes business sense to minimise activities that lead to ecological
degradation and identify possible opportunities associated with the
risks.

Valli Moosa

ECO-TAXATION
→ Carbon tax, Eco-subsidies

Eco-taxation refers to the use of fiscal measures by governments
to discourage certain sectors, technologies, products or services
that have significant negative environmental impacts. In economics
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terms, eco-taxation is a way to internalise the → externalities that
the market fails to take account of. Typical examples include
the taxation of fossil fuels, energy inefficient houses, aviation,
→ waste and pollution. Among the most common ecological taxes
include fuel taxes, landfill taxes, → water quality charges and airport
taxes.

Wayne Visser

ECO-TOURISM
→ Travel and leisure sector

Eco-tourism is responsible → travel to natural areas that conserves
the → environment and sustains the well-being of local people.
The intention is to enjoy an area’s natural resources while min-
imising any ecological and social impact from the visitor. Tourism
is the fastest growing industry in the world, with eco-tourism rep-
resenting its fastest growing segment. Eco-tourism can contribute
to → sustainable development, but the term can also be misunder-
stood and abused through → greenwash. → Certification schemes
have been introduced that recognise ecotourism businesses that
incorporate the true values of → conservation of biological and
cultural diversity, sharing of economic benefits with local com-
munities, and informing tourists about the natural values of the
area they are visiting. Much eco-tourism involves visits to pro-
tected areas, which are areas that have been legally designated to
achieve → conservation objectives, on both land and → water. For
many protected areas, tourism is both a major source of fund-
ing and a serious management challenge; this calls for considerable
investments in visitor management, both to ensure that the eco-
tourist receives the expected experience and to ensure that the
→ environment, including the wild species people come to see, is
not unduly disturbed.

Valli Moosa
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